Editorial by Kassapi, Eleni
Studying Humour – International Journal 
Vol. 1 (2014) 
Editorial 
 
In 2007, by initiative of the University of Madeira an international network of Studies on 
Humour was created. Since its early organizing stages, it has brought together many 
academic, cultural and research institutions, including the University of Madeira, the Italian 
research foundation Fondazione Carlo Collodi, the University of Birmingham, the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki and the University of Minho. 
The research base, which involves university professors, academics and researchers from all 
over the world, is in the direction of “anthropological humanism” through a modern, 
multidisciplinary and intercultural interpretation of the studies. 
A number of international conferences have been held for this purpose: the first one at the 
University of Madeira, in Portugal (2008); the second one in Lucca, in Italy, under the 
auspices of the Fondazione “Dino Terra”, and under the auspices of the Fondazione Nazionale 
“Carlo Collodi” (2009), and the third one at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki in Greece 
(2011). During this Third International Conference on Humour Studies, Eleni Kassapi, chair 
of the Scientific Committee of the Greek Conference, and Daniela Marcheschi, member of the 
Scientific Committee and promoter of the network on Humour (also on behalf of Luisa 
Marinho Antunes Paolinelli, creator of the whole project), thought it was important to create a 
journal. Such a journal could boost research in this field of study, as well as bring together all 
scholars interested in the subject from various points of view by publicising their work within 
the scientific community. 
The initial purpose of the Studying Humour – International Journal is to highlight the comic-
humoristic tradition through history and its particularly rich cultural roots, functions and 
interconnections within the various fields of human culture. The aim is to expand the horizons 
of research, going beyond the study that focuses only on the linguistic mechanisms or the 
various “methods”. In reality, Humour is something else, and this expansion of our 
perspective is the key aspect and the particularity of the orientation and the function of this 
new scientific Journal that is being supported and implemented by the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki. 
It is essential that there be cooperation among scholars, as well as collaborative research, in a 
field of study that respects the human being not only on an individual and collective level, but 
also as an inseparable part of a community. Only through an approach of conversation and 
debate among the various sciences and researchers will we be able to comprehend the 
mechanisms, the traditions and the importance of Humour, within the various human 
communities. 
With the collaboration of researchers in medicine, life sciences in general and humanistic-
anthropological sciences, a new scientific deepening in Humour will be possible, founded on 
original knowledge bases. 
The objective of this publication is to expand the field of analysis in a local, national and 
international direction, by promoting research through international institutions and 
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individuals with common interests. Therefore, the languages in which various studies and 
articles will be presented are Portuguese, Italian, English, Greek, French, Spanish, German, 
i.e. the linguistic codes of those who participated in 2007 in the first founding meeting, at the 
Fondazione Nazionale Carlo Collodi, in Italy, and collaborated in order to establish and 
promote the international network of Studies on Humour. 
The aim is to encourage advanced scientific production and research in Europe and beyond: a 
production which is essential for a better understanding both among people and among 
nations. 
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